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APPROVED AMENDMENTS 
Design Review Guidelines (Exhibit “A”) 

Amendments Overview – Reference Guide 
 

1. 5’ Site Wall Amendment (VII – 11 BUILDING GUIDELINES AND 
ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
Site walls and fences must maintain a minimum of 5’ distance from side property lines and 
minimum 8’ distance from the front property line.  Interior lot site walls and fences must maintain a 
minimum of 5’ from rear property lines. 

 
Site walls are allowed up to a 48" height, with a singular minor accent feature allowable upon review 
and approval.  On terrain challenging properties, grade changes may create conditions for site wall 
heights to be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the DRB. 

  
Click here to view amendment placement.  

 
2. Cantilevers Amendment (VII – 7 BUILDING GUIDELINES AND 

ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
Any cantilever structure extending over property setback lines shall be subject to current county 
regulations and is also contingent upon DRB review and approval.  Typically no cantilever shall be 
allowed over a setback if it impedes a view corridor.  
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
 

3. 40% Development Rule Clarification/Amendment (VII – 4 BUILDING 
GUIDELINES AND ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
Retreat guidelines allow a maximum 40% lot coverage as calculated under roof, including air 
conditioned and non-air conditioned structures.    Current Walton County lot coverage restrictions 
differ for any Coastal Dune Lake properties.  It is the responsibility of the property owner and their 
selected professionals to research any additional county conditions that may apply. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  

 
 
 



4. Fencing Colors Amendment (VII – 11 BUILDING GUIDELINES AND 
ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
All metal fencing for pool decking or other ground level usage shall be dark earth tone colors such as 
dark brown, dark green, dark grey, or black.  Color choices must be submitted for review and 
approval prior to installation. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  

 
5. Construction 20-Month Completion Amendment (IV – H DESIGN REVIEW 

PROCEDURES) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
New Home Construction: 
Complete installation of the footings and pouring of the building slab for the single-family residence 
shall evidence “commencement of construction”. Once commencement of construction starts, 
construction shall be diligently and continuously pursued to completion. Construction shall be 
completed within twenty (20) months from the commencement of construction.   

 
Completion of construction shall be evidenced by issuance by the applicable government agency of a 
certificate of occupancy, installation of all landscaping and related site improvements, and a final 
inspection performed by the Design Review Board. A final survey certificate and as-built set 
of drawings are also required before issuance of the final approval letter meeting the satisfaction of 
the Design Review Board.   

 
If construction is not completed on or before the twenty (20) month timeframe, the owner must pay 
the sum of one thousand U.S. Dollars ($1,000.00) per month for each month (or portion thereof) for 
which completion of construction exceeds said timeline. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  

 
6. Gulf Front Homes / Rear Fencing Amendment (VII – 11 BUILDING 

GUIDELINES AND ARCHITECTURAL STANDARDS) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
A fenced area extending a maximum 15’ beyond the property’s original CCCL will be allowed 
provided the improvements are DEP permitted.  The 5’ minimum distance for fencing from side 
property lines still applies. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
 

7. Landscape Lighting Amendment (V – C #6 LANDSCAPING STANDARDS) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
Landscape lighting, if desired, shall be placed in a manner to enhance the landscape only and not to 
light a structure.  Placement of lighting should not interfere with vehicular traffic or become a 
nuisance to neighbors by adversely affecting the nighttime natural lighting environment of adjacent 
properties. 
 
Low wattage bulbs must be used in recessed or down lighting and landscape up lighting.   
Floodlights are prohibited.  
 



Designs for lights must be presented as part of the overall landscape submission and no lights are to 
be installed without the written approval of the DRB. 
All post mounted and building mounted fixtures will be reviewed for compliance following 
installation.  Among other remedies, the DRB may require the fixture to be removed or the wattage 
lowered to a more acceptable level. 
 
All landscape lighting must meet Walton County Wildlife Lighting Ordinances and Florida law if 
applicable. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
 

8. Job Site Tropical Storm and Hurricane Preparedness Amendment (VI – Q 
CONTRACTOR STANDARDS) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
These measures must be in place 24 hours before projected landfall, and no work will be allowed 
during that 24-hour period. 

 
All roofing materials must be tied down while stacked on the roof during an official storm warning. 

 
In order to protect against potential injury, property damage and significant liability situations, the 
following requirements must be accomplished prior to a storm.  Each infraction may result in a $500 
fine. 

 
Ladders and scaffolding need to be taken down and removed from property or secured. 

 
Dumpsters need to be emptied if they are more than half full.  If dumpsters are less than ½ full, they 
must be securely covered. 

 
All loose building material must be moved inside and secured. 

 
Portable toilets are the responsibility of the contractor and must be removed or secured.  

 
All doors and windows should be closed. 

 
All sand and silt fencing should be properly installed and secured. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  

 
9. Contractor – Additional Requirements & Reminders Amendment (VI – R 

CONTRACTOR STANDARDS) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
See attachment. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  

 
10. Primary Plant List Amendment (EXHIBIT “B”) 

Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
See attachment. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  



11. Secondary/Accent Plant List Amendment (EXHIBIT “C”) 
Amendment approved on April 10, 2015 
See attachment. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
 

12.  Foundation Survey Requirement (IV – D DESIGN REVIEW PROCEDURES) 
Amendment approved on June 27, 2014 
Upon completion of the project’s foundation construction, the contractor of record shall order a 
Certified Foundation Survey from a licensed surveyor for The Retreats Design Review Board to 
review and approve prior to contractor commencing any further project construction activities. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  

 
13. Architect Structure on the Design Review Board (III – F DESIGN REVIEW 

BOARD) 
Amendment approved on June 27, 2014 
Architects and paid members serving on the Design Review Board have no voting privileges and act 
in a consulting capacity only. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
 

14. Coastal Control Line (VII - 7 SETBACK CRITERIA) 
Amendment approved on September 27, 2013 
See attachment. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  

 
15. Construction Start and Finish (IV – F DESIGN REVIEW PROCEDURES) 

Amendment approved on July 19, 2013  
All projects submitted to the Design Review Board will require the following: 

1. A timeline for completion 
2. A site plan for parking 
3. A site plan for dumpster and port-o-let placement 

 
There will be a non-refundable fee of $500 per month charged if projects exceed the timeline for 
completion. 
 
This amendment applies to all existing home modifications, exterior and interior, if they require a 
dumpster and port-o-let placement. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
 

16. Meander Line / Draper Lake (VII - 7 SETBACK CRITERIA) 
Amendment approved on April 30, 2013 
See attachment. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
 

 



17. Unapproved Architect Fee (III – K #3 DESIGN REVIEW BOARD) 
Amendment approved on February 15, 2013 
If a lot chooses to use an unapproved architect, the owner must submit the architect for approval to 
the Design Review Board.  The submission fee for this is $2,500.  The DRB then determines if the 
architect can be approved, and if approved, then the owner can use that architect to design their 
home. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
 

18. Fee Structure Modifications (III – K #4 DESIGN REVIEW BOARD) 
Amendment approved on February 15, 2013 
The non-refundable administrative fee for new single family residences will be increased 
from $750.00 to $1,500.00. 
 
The non-refundable administrative fee for modifications to existing structures or grounds 
will be increased from $150.00 to $1,500.00. 
 
The minimum refundable compliance deposit for new single family residences will be 
increased from $2,500.00 to $7,500.00. 
 
The maximum refundable compliance deposit for modifications to existing structures or 
grounds will be increased from $2,500.00 to $7,500.00. 
 
The non-refundable impact fee paid prior to commencement of construction will be 
increased from $750.00 to $2,000.00. 
 
Any changes to the application following submission to the Design Review Board will incur 
a non-refundable charge of $250.00. 
 
Click here to view amendment placement.  
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The Retreat 

CONTRACTOR STANDARDS (VI – R)  

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS & REMINDERS 

The following shall apply to any and all construction, improvement, alteration, or 
maintenance of any structure, to any change made to the exterior of any structure and to 
grading, excavation, tree removal, and landscaping or any other change to the grounds of 
a single-family home in The Retreat.  In the event a violation of these criteria and 
guidelines takes place, the construction or work being performed shall cease until 
conformance is achieved.  Infractions of the construction rules may be cause for a 
$500.00 fine per infraction and/or suspension of a contractor or sub-contractor from the 
community.  

Additional Job Site Rules, Appearance & Cleanliness Protocol 

 Firearms or weapons of any kind are never allowed on Retreat property by any 
contractor or vendor alike. 

 All dumpsters must be tarped/covered at the end of each work day, prior to 
6:00pm. 

 Silt sand fencing is required to ensure washouts or erosion as to not impact 
adjacent and/or adjoining properties.  In addition, sandbags are required to line 
each job site to prevent sand washing out into the streets or on adjoining 
properties. 

 Each job site and the surrounding areas shall be cleaned daily, including the 
community property and roadways. 

 All job sites and surrounding areas affected by the work on a specific lot must be 
kept in prime condition at all times.  Raking of sand and laying fresh pine straw is 
required (i.e. if your job site has been given permission to park on, store a 
dumpster or port-o-let on another homeowners lot). 

 Lattice work covering the port-o-let’s is required (see attached example). 

 If you allow smoking on your jobsite (which is discouraged), a designated area 
must be implemented and a cigarette disposal area (i.e. a bucket filled with sand) 
must be adhered to at all times to avoid the risk of fire.  You are responsible for 
any damage done by your employees and subcontractors. 

 Please designate a lunch area for your workers, to ensure trash and/or debris is 
contained and there are no disruptions to the surrounding areas. 
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